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‘Huge Arms. Cache Seazed
- At Houston Air Terminal

HOUSTON (UPI) = A 312 mxllxom +fles, 135 40mm grenade launchers
cache of arms-apparently destined - '. “and an-assortment of other arms.-.. |
" for Squth Africa ~ “enough weapons* -~ - “The total count of the arms was

to fighta war’’ - wasseized last night . 2,200 wearons seized,” Conroy said.":

. by Customs ‘agents”in::the? Iargest % “We think the value was. about Sl 2
. _xmlhon VAT %

weapons bustins U.S. history.s Sz.is X
- .Undercover agents swooped down - CO!ll‘OYdld the weapons wer e des-
" onan Austrian airliner, parked near’ wtlned for South Africa, but a Customs:
~ aprivateterminal at—HoustonsImer’ %, Source incicated’ South Africa may.|
continental”Airport, - to ‘confiscate: ROt have-been the final destination.
‘the:arms. and.arrest’ the .four-man - - “Thére are some things which have
- Austrian crew-and two London gur;L -not:surfaced yet,” Conroy added.
" dealers. The plane was also seized.”.."". “*The: Customs agent’ in: charge :
- . Thesix men-were held pending-a’ - Says this:particular. bust represents
’ hearmg before-sa: U.S:t magistrate;»*: one of the most flawlessly executed-

i i nvestigations and seizures. We also:

+ think-this was the bi ugest selmre in:
+ history,” Conroy said. . R

* “The arms;were” on ‘a long‘haul
‘ ofggg;tgﬁn; ;‘:sglcogl::;mbhde’tﬁffalts ~ trailer-type- truck that brought the 1
. Y.5ala the sus-+: weapons from Hartford, Conn. It was |
‘pects’ carried-a. false. State Depart-: "followed from Hartford by Customs
ment 1icense permittirig the export. . agents gnd it was dnven by Customs
, g§ enslsu;légg;s egf war, the Associated ;agents,” he said. - s
' =" The tractor-traxler was to meet the
W éfpgifpw%ﬁteﬁ,ﬁhﬁﬁyﬁg t&i_ -plane,"which" was. parked"at Quali-?
'nectlcut witlva letter of cr edit] issu od. lron Aero Terminal, a terminal used
by an Ettropean bank): €C>::.by private craftat Houston Intercori-
y Customs P:;‘}m infs. sl d‘ a’:"‘é&;& ‘tinental. When the men got off the”
week ‘operation. which. trailed. the -plane to inspect the arms, the truck:
- Weapong from. the Colt Arms manu. " Was backed up to the plane and addl-
facturing. plant-in- Coanecticut to .- tional agents moved In, S
“Texas, led -to-the. breakup of. ‘the! Customs men ' said the plane was
believed- to have been supplied by

weapors export;scheme. Undercov-! .
er agents. even.drove the tractor- :Montana Aitlines, an Austnan com-
‘pany, on a contract basxs ~Ehli n,g

» trailer'carrying the arms. -
No-other detaxls of the operano A permanent arms embargo 1m-.'.~
- .-posed against South-Africa by.the -
United Nations Security Council is .
Aneffect. andis observed 1 by the Umt-

“3L
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" out 4 license from the State Depart-
. ment, were pending.s;-ess e

-
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